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Introduction 

In just a time of two weeks (last week of September 2022 to first week of October 2022) the 

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) has conducted a total of six missile tests. This 

includes the Hwasong-12 that flew over the Japanese islands territory1. This was the first time since 

2017 that, it also tested an intermediate-range ballistic missile Hwasong-12. It landed in the Sea of 

Japan2 on October 4, 2022. The Hwasong-12 is a single staged missile with a range of 4500 km 

that uses liquid propellant.3 The DPRK decided to use the liquid propellant in place of the more 

preferred solid propellant due to the disadvantages associated with solid propellants. The casting 

that would be required for the Hwasong-12 is becoming increasingly larger for solid-propellant 

motors. This hampers the consistency (quality) that is needed for its long-range flight4. In response 

the US, Japan, and South Korean militaries conducted live fire drills. To have the last word, the 

DPRK retaliated by conducting two more missile tests on October 6, 2022. The Pentagon Press 

Secretary said that “North Korea is testing its missile program. It's looking to adapt. And the issue 

here, though, is that these actions are provocative. They're dangerous. And as you well know, North 

Korea has not committed to any type of constructive or strategic dialogue on these issues. And so, 

in so much as they're testing these missiles, and the way that they're doing it -- it has the great 

potential for destabilizing the region.”5 

DPRK’s Nuclear Force Policy Act 

In September 2022, the DPRK announced its Nuclear Force Policy Act6. It was meant to signal to 

the US and South Korea that their nuclear forces are now operational. Certain parts of the act were 

created by specifically targeting South Korea and the US 7 . As a result, the United States is 

concerned with the growing modernization and expansion of the DPRK. The UN does monitor the 

DPRK missile program, and it conveyed that this year the DPRK has tested forty missiles8. In the 

last forty years, the DPRK has tested two hundred missiles and conducted six nuclear tests. More 

than half of those have been since Kim Jong Un came to power. On October 10, 2022, the official 

DPRK News Agency came out with a statement of what it is doing, including the types of missiles 

being launched and tested. Essentially, their message is that they have been carrying out tactical 

nuclear drills in preparation for any aggression against them. DPRK State media has said that the 

recent missile tests were a way to check the ability of their nuclear weapons to wipe out American 

and South Korean targets9. Kim Jong Un acknowledged plans to conduct more such tests10. 
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DPRK-US Nuclear Dyad 

The DPRK is refining its ability to hit US bases. The US is firm in its defence of Japan and South 

Korea, if there is a war on the Korean Peninsula, then the DPRK would try to warn the US off, by 

indicating that it would hit any US cities or bases if the US gets involved in the war. The US would 

not be deterred by this, but certainly, it would be an escalation. So, countries like Japan and South 

Korea are very concerned. As the world witnessed with the longer-range test, the DPRK has 

succeeded in developing a nuclear capable intermediate-range ballistic missile. No problem with the 

flight of this missile was reported. The DPRK continues to make progress on a range of other short, 

medium, and longer-range ballistic missiles. The DPRK seems to be on the verge of conducting 

another nuclear weapons test, if it happens it will be the seventh.11 The DPRK has claimed itself to 

be a permanent nuclear weapon state.12 It also stated that it does intend to pre-emptively use its 

nuclear weapons against the United States or others.13 The combination of all of these factors is 

troubling, and the steps that the US and its allies have taken in recent years to warn the DPRK from 

going down this path, to strengthen deterrence, and assure its allies Japan and South Korea (that 

they would be well defended), have not been effective in stopping the DPRK from going down this 

path.  

Conclusion 

The DPRK is using the distraction caused due to the Russo-Ukrainian War to strengthen its status 

as a nuclear weapon state.14 Diplomatically the west has limitations, as was recently observed in 

the UN. So, inside the UN, China and Russia did not support the position of the west over the 

DPRK.15 The only solution that seems to be the best for the moment and perhaps for the future too, 

is for the US to exponentially increase the military capabilities of South Korea and Japan. 
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