CONTENTS

Editor’s Note v

1. Xi’s Nuclear Garden: Of Sprawling Silos and Sobering Messages 1
Manpreet Sethi

2. Eagle Versus Dragon: The Intensifying US-China
Nuclear Competition 17
Sanjana Gogna

3. Nuclear-Armed Hypersonic Delivery Systems—
A Case Study of China 33
Granth Vanaik

4. Aerospace Power as a Deterrent 61
Sanu Kainikara

5. Development of Lethal Autonomous Weapon Systems
and their Implications 77
Amitabh Mathur

6. China’s Naval Strategy towards the Indian Ocean
under Xi Jinping 99
Joshy M Paul

7. France’s Indo-Pacific Strategy in 2021: Characteristics,
Capabilities, Challenges and Opportunities 121
Mahima Duggal



