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AIR POWER IN NO WAR- 
NO PEACE SCENARIO
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Chief of Defence Staff Gen Bipin Rawat, Chief of the Naval Staff  
Admiral Karambir Singh, Air Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria, Chief of the  
Air Staff, Dr. G Satheesh Reddy, Chairman DRDO and Secretary Research 

and representatives from the media. 

be amongst the fraternity of the Armed Forces. On this momentous occasion, 

the Nation and pay homage to those who have laid down their lives. I also 
remember the martyrs of Pulwama and wish to convey my personal gratitude 
to families of the CRPF security personnel who lost their fathers, husbands, 

we will remain ready and willing to respond appropriately to any threat to 
our national security at all times.

I am sure that this seminar will help develop a better understanding of 

the future. 

the interest of world peace, the major nations of the world stand with India to 
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who were treated as VIPs and heroes in their country are now behind bars. 

it will continue with its policy of duplicity and deceit. I believe we still need 

For a long time, India has been viewed as a country that did not 
respond adequately against terrorism, despite grave provocations. 

this perspective for posterity. These actions were not only resolute military 

a strong and unequivocal message that went beyond its immediate impact. 
These effects need to be viewed from various perspectives which I shall put 
in perspective today.

conveyed to them. Through this action, we also indicated that the terrorist 
infrastructures and terrorist training facilities around the Line of Control and 
International Border are not safe havens for terrorists anymore. It was made 
amply clear that terrorism will not remain an option that can be proliferated 
anymore from across the border. 

actions into predictable options, the out-of-the-box reality of our response 
has given them more than one reason to pause and reconsider any 

but the world and have further strengthened our resolve against terrorism. 
Attempts at obfuscating reality have been rejected unequivocally. This 
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and stood by us. Our approach to terrorism therefore was and will remain 

responsible diplomatic outreach.

this is an opportune time to discuss the operation in all its manifestations 

greater objectivity and realism. 

LoC. It is also important to understand what it represents as a statement of 
intent and capability.

There are countries that spend multiple times of India’s defence budget. 
Also, there are countries with more sophisticated and modern weapons and 
aircraft. There may be trained airmen and soldiers who are committed but, 
until and unless there is a strong will power supporting it, these efforts will 

congratulate the Indian Air Force on this. However, our efforts have not 

It also indicates that an operational victory is won on the ground, however 
the war must be won against the enemy’s mind.

the security scenario has transformed and more so in the last two decades. 
Kargil and cross-border terrorism are examples of such new warfare. Hybrid 
warfare is today’s reality and now we face a real threat from a combination 
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aspects that need emphasis.
First and foremost is the point of expanding battle space.  

In yesteryears, wars were fought almost always along national borders 
within restricted geographical areas. But with the induction of long-range 
weapons this has been changing. Battlegrounds have expanded and it 
is now possible to reach any corner of a country across borders. Keeping 

inside enemy lines. This means that the whole country is a battleground, 
including its communication lines for trade and supplies. Another important 
aspect is recognising the sources of negative power and ending them.  
It is not necessary that these will be present in countries with whom we 

 

from all sources. We need to have a focused approach to increase battle space 
transparency. And aerospace power will have to play an important role in 
this.

The second aspect is about time compression. Today our enemies have 

that tries to stop our country’s peaceful progress. And that means that forces 

and minimal collateral in a short time. 
The third aspect is about technological infusion. Generally, aviation 

and especially military aviation, is mostly dependent on technological 

will start combat support missions and we have to be equally ready for 
that.
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Technology infusion has enabled state and non-state actors to launch 

This means a very high cost for creating defensive mechanisms to protect our 
interests and values. Here, we should use our current capabilities as well as 

meet the challenges posed by hybrid warfare. As far as government support 
is concerned, I assure you that all resources required will be made available 
to our forces.

Organisationally we have initiated some major structural reforms in 

operationalise the full set-up. This transition time is very important. It is also 

successful. No doubt we will face primary problems in the beginning, and 
we should be ready for that. It is imperative that we use our professional 

deliberations on a very timely and appropriate theme. My best wishes for 
future deliberations.
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