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histories. The sacrifices and contribution of The Defence Minister during the inauguration of
armed forces personnel, diplomats, leaders and

the commemoration of 50 Years of 1965 India

common men who made such victories possible

Pakistan war recalled his memories of the war

may also not be acknowledged.
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commemorate the contribution of Indian soldiers

The tactical and operational lessons from

in World War-I. However, there is no memorial

the military histories may change with the

to acknowledge the contribution of the Armed

passage

Forces personnel in the World War-II and other

of

time,
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and

technology but strategic lessons remain more or

wars of the post-Independence period. There is a

less same. A closer look at the history of past
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behaviour and actions. The recent threat of use

Armed Forces personnel.

of Nuclear Weapons by the Pakistan Army Chief

Conclusion

General

Raheel

Sharif

during

the

commemoration of 1965 war brings out the

Shri K Shankar Bajpai11, a diplomat who

continuity

was in service during the India-Pakistan War of

of

Pakistan’s

actions

since

independence and reinforces the need for

1965, has aptly summed up that the key lesson

learning from past wars12.There is therefore, a

from the war as “What to expect from Pakistan”.

need to ensure that lessons from the past wars

The War History should not only be a narration

are studied with seriousness to prevent their

of facts and events but it should help us

recurrence in future and protect our national

understand what to expect from our adversary

interests.

and how to prepare for future contingencies and
protect our interests. Mr Bajpai has highlighted

(Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in this
article are those of the author and do not necessarily
reflect the position of the Centre for Air Power Studies
[CAPS])

that both the lessons of the war as well as our
refusal to learn are obvious.
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